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have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and insert extra-
neous material on H.R. 976. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLEIN of Florida). Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT TO 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2007 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today pursuant to this 
order, it adjourn to meet at 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 20, 2007, unless it 
sooner has received a message from the 
Senate transmitting its concurrence in 
House Concurrent Resolution 67, in 
which case the House shall stand ad-
journed pursuant to that concurrent 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2007 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that the busi-
ness in order under the Calendar 
Wednesday rule be dispensed with on 
Wednesday, February 28, 2007. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. STENY H. 
HOYER AND HON. CHRIS VAN 
HOLLEN TO ACT AS SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE TO SIGN EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS THROUGH FEBRUARY 
27, 2007 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

FEBRUARY 16, 2007. 
I hereby appoint the Honorable STENY H. 

HOYER and the Honorable CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign en-
rolled bills and joint resolutions through 
February 27, 2007. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the appointments are ap-
proved. 

There was no objection. 
f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
the Budget: 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET, 
Washington, DC, February 15, 2007. 

The Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I am writing to no-
tify you of my resignation from the Com-
mittee on the Budget, effective today. 

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter. 

Sincerely, 
LOIS CAPPS, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to Section 2(a) of the National Cul-
tural Center Act (20 U.S.C. 76h(a)), 
amended by Public Law 107–117, and 
the order of the House of January 4, 
2007, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
bers of the House to the Board of 
Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts: 

Mr. KENNEDY, Rhode Island 
Ms. DELAURO, Connecticut 
Ms. PRYCE, Ohio. 

f 

PENTAGON RED TAPE KEEPS MED-
ICAL RECORDS FROM DOCTORS 
OF THE WOUNDED 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 
today a story appeared in the Wash-
ington Post entitled ‘‘Pentagon Red 
Tape Keeps Medical Records From Doc-
tors of the Wounded.’’ 

The Defense Department is refusing 
to give the records of people wounded 
in Iraq and Afghanistan to physicians 
who are taking care of them in the 
Veterans Department. It is absolutely 
unbelievable that there could be that 
kind of bureaucratic snafu. 

Now the Defense Department says, 
We don’t have the authority to give the 
records on the wounded that are leav-
ing us and going to the Veterans De-
partment. 

Absolute bureaucratic nonsense. I 
have introduced H.R. 1128 with Mr. FIL-
NER, which gives that authority to the 
Defense Department. I hope that other 
Members will sign this bill, and that 
we will pass it by unanimous consent 
when we return to the House after the 
Presidents’ Day break. 

In the next week, there are going to 
be people who are injured and trans-
ferred to the veterans hospitals who 
can’t get their records transferred. 
How can a doctor take care of some-
body if they don’t know what happened 
to them on the battlefield? This is the 
kind of thing we have to stop if we sup-
port the troops. 

[From the Washington Post, Feb. 16, 2007] 

PENTAGON RED TAPE KEEPS MEDICAL 
RECORDS FROM DOCTORS OF THE WOUNDED 

(By Al Kamen) 

Department of Veterans Affairs doctors are 
furious over a recent decision by the Pen-
tagon to block their access to medical infor-
mation needed to treat severely injured 

troops arriving at VA hospitals from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The VA physicians handle troops with seri-
ous brain injuries and other major health 
problems. They rely on digital medical 
records that track the care given wounded 
troops from the moment of their arrival at a 
field hospital through their evacuation to 
the United States. 

About 30 VA doctors in four trauma cen-
ters around the country have treated about 
200 severely wounded soldiers and Marines. 
The docs had been receiving the complete 
digital records from the Pentagon until the 
end of January, using the Pentagon’s Joint 
Patient Tracking Application. 

But on Jan. 25, when Shane McNamee, a 
physician in the Richmond VA Medical Cen-
ter, tried to get the full records, he couldn’t. 
He sent an urgent e-mail to VA chief liaison 
officer Edward Huycke. 

‘‘My JPTA account has been disabled with-
in last few days,’’ McNamee wrote. ‘‘I called 
the hotline and was told that all VA ac-
counts have been locked. Could not get a 
good answer why. Anyhow—I have 4 [Iraq/Af-
ghanistan] service members to arrive within 
the next 2 days. This information is terribly 
important,’’ the doctor wrote. 

Thirty-four minutes later Huycke e-mailed 
back: ‘‘Ok, Shane. Will get on it. Not sure 
what’s up.’’ 

An hour or so later, a senior VA official 
forwarded McNamee’s e-mail to Lt. Col. 
David Parramore at the Pentagon, saying 
that McNamee ‘‘needs his access back to 
JPTA to provide the best possible treatment 
for soldiers injured in [Iraq/Afghanistan] ar-
riving there in a few days. Can you help?’’ 

Tommy Morris, director of Deployment 
Health Systems, responded the next morning 
to Parramore’s inquiry, after contacting 
Ellen Embry, deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for force health protection. ‘‘I spoke 
with Embry and no agreements, no data 
sharing via access to JPTA.’’ 

The access cutoff came after Morris, in a 
Jan. 23 e-mail, instructed a colleague: ‘‘If the 
VA currently has access I need a list of per-
sons and I need their accounts shut off 
ASAP. It is illegal for them to have access 
without data use agreements and access con-
trols in place by federal regulations and pub-
lic law.’’ 

There have been meetings between VA and 
Pentagon officials. The Pentagon declined to 
comment yesterday. VA officials apparently 
thought it might have been resolved Mon-
day. But an e-mail Monday from Morris to a 
co-worker said: ‘‘The leadership has not au-
thorized the VA accounts to be turned back 
on, in case someone approaches you about 
this.’’ 

Last week, Sens. Daniel K. Akaka (D–Ha-
waii) and Larry E. Craig (Idaho)—the chair-
man and ranking Republican on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee—wrote David S.C. 
Chu, undersecretary of defense for personnel, 
of their ‘‘deep concern’’ about VA trauma 
center doctors not having access to complete 
records. 

‘‘For those servicemembers suffering from 
a traumatic brain injury,’’ they wrote, ‘‘VA’s 
access to in-theater imaging is an important 
and valuable tool for tracking their patient’s 
progress since being wounded or injured.’’ 
They suggested the VA doctor be given tem-
porary access to JPTA while the data-shar-
ing questions are worked out. 

They’re still awaiting an appropriate re-
sponse. McNamee is still waiting for the 
records. 

f 

THE BERT BRADY HOMECOMING 
COMMITTEE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, ABC Nightly 

News named Bert Brady Citizen of the 
Week. Here is why. Bert Brady is a 69- 
year-old veteran. He gets up nearly 
every day for the last year and heads 
over to the Dallas-Fort Worth Airport. 
He is there to do something that was 
not done for him. He is there to wel-
come soldiers coming home. 

Bert organizes folks to go down with 
him to the airport and greet the sol-
diers coming home from the war. 
Sometimes these greeters number in 
the hundreds. Most of the citizens are 
veterans of Korea or Vietnam, but they 
also include Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts, all to say ‘‘thank you’’ to the 
troops. 

As Bert pointed out, there was no one 
there when our soldiers came home 
from Korea or from Vietnam. These 
dedicated individuals are making sure 
no soldier feels they are forgotten 
when they are returning from this war. 

People line up along the paths. They 
cheer the soldiers as they come 
through the path, shaking their hands, 
giving them hugs, telling them thank 
you, and waving American flags. For 
our troops that moment is powerful. 

When asked why he is so driven, Bert 
spoke of one soldier who shook his 
hand and said, ‘‘Mister, I will never for-
get you. It’s the greatest thing that 
ever happened to me, this homecoming 
reception.’’ 

So we Americans thank you, Bert 
Brady. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

b 1715 

STOP FAST TRACK 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, for gen-
erations Hershey’s chocolate has been 
an American symbol. Soldiers abroad 
distributed it to smiling children. 
Across our country people everywhere 
recognize the distinctive shape of Her-
shey kisses. Now Hershey’s, too, is 
being outsourced to Mexico, as the 
great sucking sound of outsourced jobs 
accelerate in our country. 

Yesterday, the Hershey Company an-
nounced it was moving 1,500 more man-
ufacturing jobs to Mexico, terminating 
1,500 U.S. workers and all the dairy 
farmers that supply work and product 
into that company. 

Hershey now joins the ranks of Hoo-
ver, Stanley, Champion, Ford, Chrys-
ler, Huffy, Zebco, Levi’s and Maytag, 
who have shipped thousands more U.S. 
jobs to countries where workers toil for 
starvation wages. 

Now President Bush wants to renew 
more of the same fast-track trade au-
thority, to ship more of these jobs to 
Mexico and other trade rivals. He 
wants to sell our economy to the high-
est bidders in foreign countries. 

NAFTA, CAFTA, PNTR and its cous-
in agreements have broken the middle 
class. Congress is long overdue to stand 

up for them. We must take back the 
authority to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations and start creating good 
jobs in our country again. It is time to 
stop fast track. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KLEIN of Florida). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 18, 2007, 
and under a previous order of the 
House, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening in amazement at what can 
only be described as the utter inflexi-
bility of the Reverend Ian Paisley. Mr. 
Paisley’s dislike of the Catholic popu-
lation in the north of Ireland is well 
documented and needs no repeating on 
the floor of this body. Suffice it to say 
that John Hume’s observation ‘‘if the 
word ‘no’ was removed from the 
English language, Ian Paisley would be 
speechless’’ is an accurate description 
of Mr. Paisley’s ability for thoughtful 
negotiation and compromise. 

What does deserve recounting here, 
however, are the remarkable strides 
that have been taken by Sinn Fein in 
the quest for a just and lasting peace 
for all the people of Northern Ireland, 
as well as the hard work and dedication 
shown by the Taoiseach Bertie Ahearn 
and Prime Minister Tony Blair in this 
endeavor. 

Prime Minister Blair has not always 
used the full force of his office to se-
cure peace on the island of Ireland. 
However, he has shown himself to be a 
true friend to the Irish people and a 
strident negotiator for peace, and I am 
proud to commend him for that. His 
diligence and the pursuit of peace 
stands in stark contrast, however, to 
that of Mr. Paisley. 

Mr. Speaker, heroic efforts have been 
put forth by all parties, republican, na-
tionalist and unionists alike, to ad-
dress this situation. It began with the 
signing of the Good Friday Accords in 
1998 and the commitment of the IRA to 
end its armed campaign and commit to 
the development of purely political and 
exclusively peaceful means. The IRA 
then went on to put their arms com-
pletely and verifiably beyond use, 
which was confirmed by the Inde-
pendent International Commission on 
Decommissioning. 

Then, most recently, Sinn Fein voted 
in its extraordinary Ard Fheis, or po-
litical convention, to support the polic-
ing institutions. This includes a police 
service that has been shown by the 
independent Police Ombudsman to 
have engaged in collusion with loyalist 
paramilitaries, resulting in the death 
of at least 10 people, both Catholic and 
Protestant. 

Despite all of this, Mr. Paisley has 
refused to enter into government with 
Sinn Fein and put the needs of his con-
stituency and that of the citizens of 
Northern Ireland above those of his 
own petty hatred and extremist allies. 

Mr. Paisley cannot continue to stand 
in the way of peace and justice for the 
people of Northern Ireland. The people 
of the North have waited far too long 
and sacrificed far too much for him to 
continue to be a roadblock to peace. 
Responsible leadership is needed on the 
unionist side of the North to show that 
extremism, bigotry and hatred will not 
be tolerated. 

Mr. Speaker, I have taken to this 
floor many times in the last few years 
to talk about the situation in Northern 
Ireland. The progress which has been 
made is nothing short of remarkable, 
considering the violence that has 
plagued this area literally for cen-
turies. But the one constant that those 
of us who care about a just and lasting 
peace have seen is Mr. Paisley, increas-
ingly out of touch, afraid of losing his 
grip on power, and more interested in 
living with the past than embracing 
the promise of tomorrow. 

It is well past time that Reverend Ian 
Paisley move along and let the people 
of Northern Ireland get on with their 
lives. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GINGREY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

IRAQ WAR RESOLUTION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate this profound honor to have 
the opportunity to address you here on 
the floor of the United States House of 
Representatives, the People’s House. 

I would reflect that all week long, 
starting really on Tuesday morning, we 
have had a series of marathon debates 
taking place here, Mr. Speaker, mara-
thon debates that ranged in the area of 
12 hours a day, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday until after 1 a.m. this morn-
ing, taking up again this morning 
shortly after 8 o’clock, and then mov-
ing on until mid-afternoon, when we fi-
nally had a vote on the resolution, the 
resolution that was offered by the ma-
jority, the resolution that in one voice 
said, we honor the troops, and the 
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